Philippians: The Fellowship of Joy #4
Preached @ Anchor Church on September 1st 2013
“In these bodies we will live, in these bodies we will die
and where you invest your love, you invest your life” 
Mumford and Sons

“Never does a soul know what solid joy and substantial pleasure is, till once, being weary of itself, it renounces all propriety, give itself up unto the author of its being, and feels itself become a hallowed and devoted thing, and can say, from an inward sense and feeling: ‘My Beloved is mine!’”

Henry Scougal
“As the deer pants for water, so my soul pants for you O’ God”

Psalm 42:1
Intro

“Or by death” (v.20) indicates that Paul hopes to honor Christ even in the way he eventually dies. Dying well is not something we like to think about. Mainly because we normally don’t see death as “Gain.” Paul does however, because he seems to be fixated on Christ, and His story. Death is not normal. We often attempt to assuage our fears by saying that death is a natural thing, but every funeral tweaks our souls, because we know that’s rhetoric. It’s the rhetoric of a worldview that believes in nothing past the material. In some worldviews, death is part of a cycle of birth-life-death-rebirth, but that doesn’t seem to satisfy. Even those cultures have sacrifice and cleansing rituals. Why is that so? Is it because death isn’t cathartic? 
How can we “honor” Christ in our death? It seems our context indicates that it matters how we have honored Him in our life. It’s Paul’s perspective that for him to live “Is Christ, and to die is gain.” 

The Big Picture

Paul’s joy is so connected with his life giving relationship with Christ, that even his life on earth is blessed, leading him to be a blessing to others
From the Head…
Dying is Our Gain, When Christ Is Our Life (Philippians 1:21)
First, in order for us to see death as a positive, Christ has to be foremost in our life. When Christ is our source of life, then death becomes a source of life. The word for “Life” here is “Zao,” which is different than biological life (Bios). The word zao, has the idea of a life that is abundant and full (John 10:10 see too John 14:6). Paul’s ultimate fulfillment, identity and joy came from this source (Christ) of life.

Paul’s Life in Christ Is A Fruitful One (Philippians 1:22-24)
Everyone lives, but not everyone lives fruitful lives. Paul’s relationship in Christ leads to a fruitful life, because it is a purposeful life; one that is made purposeful by God’s mission on earth. Paul’s “Desire” (epithumia) is being with Christ, and it is to his advantage to be present with Christ, but it’s also fruitful to minister to others. There’s a joy there. John Piper writes that “Mission exists because worship doesn’t.” Paul is governed by the affects of worship in his life. He is made fruitful because of the object of his worship. Pastor/Theologian Henry Scougal writes, “Never does a soul know what solid joy and substantial pleasure is, till once, being weary of itself, it renounces all propriety, give itself up unto the author of its being, and feels itself become a hallowed and devoted thing, and can say, from an inward sense and feeling: ‘My Beloved is mine!’” The measure of our fruitfulness is commensurate with the object of our worship. We can give, and be a blessing, when we know how much we are blessed. The “Fruit” Paul is speaking about is the same fruit Jesus often spoke about and did in the parable of the sower. It’s the fruit of the gospel being proclaimed and their implications lived out.

The Fruit of the Gospel Is A Blessing To Those Respond (Philippians 1:25-26)

Paul takes great joy in being a blessing! The result of the true gospel is Joy. Paul get’s excited about the prospect that he can be used in someone else’s life for their benefit, and the glory of Jesus. Verse 26 is weird in that it seems to center on their joy because of Paul, but in reality he is telling them that he is excited because they can glory in Christ, because of his ministry to them. Paul is the instrument that allows them to glory in Christ.
...to the Heart

It would be easy to leave this text with Paul being the hero, the perfect Christian that none of us could possibly obtain. But if we did, we’d miss the point of the passage. His center is Christ, and what he has done for us, not what he is doing. He is giving us a scenario that is playing out in his own thoughts. It’s the thoughts of anyone that has been captured by Christ and His majesty. Paul is speaking of a result, not the means. He is not blessed because of his actions, he is blessed because of Christ’s actions.
Further Questions to Ponder

1. How does v.21 work in reality?
2. What kind of “Life” is Paul talking about?

3. How can we obtain that life?

4. How does the mission of God give us Joy?
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